
	
	: i

	BOOK  TWO
 RUSSIAN CULTURE
	
	
	
r

Chapter 1

THE TRADITION

development of culture in Russia from the earliest
times has been spasmodic, Russia, in culture as in politics,
stood apart from the rest of the world. Her early contacts

.____    -with Greece, through the Euxine colonies, were swept

away by the barbarian invasions, and when Russia renewed her
contact with Greek thought through the Byzantine Church, that
thought had already become fossilized. The well of Attic inspiration
had dried up, but even before that it had been polluted by Roman
and Alexandrian influences. Classical Greek thought did not come
by wray of the Greek Church or the Graeco-Roman Empire. What
did come wras the biased, verbose, and largely irrational systems of
the Early Fathers.

By adopting the Byzantine creed Russia, as has been shown in the
first book, divorced herself from many of the vivifying influences
of the West. The main flood of the Renaissance was diverted from
her, though it is true that side eddies and spray splashed some aspects
of Russian life. The Tartar invasion had one of its deepest and
most lasting effects in stamping on Russian life an imprint of the
East.

These and other reasons explain why for so long there is little
enough evidence of any Russian influence on European culture. The
whole atmosphere was different and the specific contributions Russia
might have made to advancing civilization were not made, partly
because of the many barriers between East and West and partly
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